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By WGK Alex Czopek

Worthy Grand Knight Report

Only by example do we make it attractive and 
rewarding to be a Knight.   We must continue 
to be the model of a successful organization 
that measurably contributes to the present and 

future of our parish community.  
The school year is upon us!   We move from the quiet 

summer season into the busy part of our fraternal year.   
The contribution of every brother will move this Council 
forward.   DGK and GK met with Father Dermot on 8/1 to 
ensure our programs are aligned with the parish goals and 
initiatives. 

Thank you to all who helped to make successful the 
installation of officers.    

Our Squires met last Friday – and the meeting included 
the first ever Level 5 Achievement: ”Squire of the Body 
of Christ” to Christian McGrath.  He received a 11x14 
certificate signed by Supreme and the state deputy. 

I’d like to recognize 
first, our family of the 
month.    Bill and Joanne 
Ruppert contribute so 
much to our parish.   Bill 
is one of the co-leaders 
of the new WELCOME 
program, and Joanne 
is also a member of the 
first women’s team.   Bill 
is also involved in many 
faith formation programs 

at St. Stephen.  And of course, their efforts to prepare a 
terrific dinner were so appreciated by all who attended the 
installation.     Please join me in recognizing them. 

Next is our Knight of 
the Month.   Jerry Coffey 
has led the membership 
recruitment for our 
Council.   He works hard at 
helping us to grow, to attract 
men to our brotherhood.    
He also is involved in 
the Assembly activities, 
VAVS, and the Color Corps 
who honored our departed 
brother Leo Brubaker 
last month.   Please join 

me in recognizing Jerry as 
Knight of the Month. 

As we move forward, 
several events require 
planning and your 
attention.   Please consider 
joining those who pray at 
the clinic in Tampa – for 
women to make the choice 
of life.  Our annual “Day at 
the Rays” on August 18th 
has ample availability of 
tickets.   The RJS fund raising effort begin this month with 
Friday night games on the 16th and 23rd.  Our annual Blue 
Mass is on September 10th and you should plan to attend. 

I’d like to end with a quote from Archbishop Fulton J. 
Sheen (1895 – 1979) who was one of the first to use media 
to bring the message of Christianity into American homes:

Too many people get credit for being good, when they 
are only being passive. They are too often praised for 
being broadminded when they are so broadminded they 
can never make up their minds about anything. (1980)
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This month, Squires Circle 5209 Riverview, FL 
held an achievement ceremony for the circles 
first “Squire of the Body of Christ”.  This  
Level “5” milestone was accomplished this 

month by Squire Christian McGrath.  
The Riverview Circle was chartered on March 29, 

2008 and we are proud to continue as Knights and 
Counselors teaching our Squires about spiritual growth 
and the development of our faith, leadership, physical 
development, intellectual development, citizenship and 
development of social and civic life.

Through the years growth as a Squire, 
Christian has truly embodied each of these traits 
and is true to our motto; “Esto Dignus”, “Be 
Worthy”!  With his mother Mrs. Pat McGrath 
supporting both her son and the St. Stephen 
Catholic Church Knights, we have successfully 
accomplished our objectives together!  

It was a pleasure being a part of the 
process with Christian through 3 of the 5 
levels!   Christian achieved Level “1” Page 
on September 3, 2014.  He moved on to Level 
“2” Shield Bearer on February 3, 2015.  Level 
“3” Swordsman, was completed on September 
16, 2016.  On January 5, 2018, Level “4” 
Lancer was accomplished.  But the crowning 

achievement as “Squire of the Body of Christ” Level “5” 
was completed on June 6, 2019!

Christian, while participating with the Squires, held 
the positions of Chief Squire, Deputy, Bursar two times, 
and Arm and Pole Captain assisting with our Investiture 
Ceremonies providing his leadership, knowledge and 
guidance to our new members!  He was a “Valedictorian”, 
graduate of Center Academy High and a dually enrolled 
graduate of Hillsborough Community College with honors. 
He will be moving on to Florida Polytechnic University 

Squire of the Body of Christ

By SK Ed Veronick  Florida State Squires Chairman
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where he will major in Mechanical 
Engineering.

Christian and his mother supported 
feeding Tampa area homeless every 
Sunday for many years and helped 
with a local ministry that supports the 
migrant workers in Wimauma, FL.  
Throughout his journey as a Squire 
with his Circle he also supported 
KCIC card sales annually helping to 
raise operational funds to support our 
parish community, the homeless and 
our local area veterans.  He also served 
at various KOC Council 14084 events 
such as St. Nicholas Breakfast for our 
parish families, and the annual clergy 
appreciation dinner.  

Christian also worked the annual 

Lenten Fish Fry every year as a Squire 
supporting the St. Stephen Men’s Club 
event, taking orders and collecting 
funds from the drive thru on the parish 
grounds.  He also helped purchase 
personal hygiene items for our veteran’s 
annual Christmas visit to the James 
A. Haley VA Hospital in Tampa, FL.  
Along with his brother Squires they 
also shop for diapers in support of the 
Diaper Drive for Life.

The Knights of Columbus - St Stephen Council 
14084 is once again starting up the 2019 Fall 
Bowling League. This is a 10 week co-ed bowling 

league that will begin on September 8th and run through 
November 10th. You must be 21 or older to participate. We 
bowl a three game set on Sunday nights starting at 7:00 
PM at the Alley of South Shore. The cost for each 3 game 
set is $12.00 per person.

The league is open to existing league members, 
Columbiettes, Brother Knights and their families and 
friends. 

This means all members of the St. Stephen Parish! So 
come on out and have some fun!

If you do not have a full team of four bowlers do not 
worry. We will form new teams several days before the 
first night. 

Please contact Mark Lovejoy no later than September 
3, 2019, if you wish to participate.

Thanks so much for your participation. I know you will 
enjoy.

Lovejoy6951@gmail.com
813-495-3583

Fall 2019  
Bowling League
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My Brother Knights,  as we start this new 
Fraternal year, we want to look not only 
to what we have done in the past but what 
we can do in the future to grow the Order 

and to make our Council stronger and more relevant in the 
parish community.  

 I returned from the July Organization meeting where 
all the District Deputies, Directors and State Officers met 
for the weekend to discuss the goals for the next year, as 
well as having a guest speaker from Supreme, Damion 
O’Connor. 

 Why are we the Knights of Columbus? We begin 
everything we do...at every level ...by stressing WHY? 
Many of the Councils and Jurisdictions work and serve 
within a 2-dimensional model:

 Administration  -  Events and Programs
Are we successful if we are “productive” and truly 

successful if we remain within this two-dimensional 
model? Do we measure success by how busy we are?     

Successful and productive councils incorporate a 
3rd dimension into every point of communication and 
experience of the Knights. A 3-dimensional model fulfills 
our calling as Knights and answers WHY...

How to connect everything to Jesus Christ and Lived 
Faith

• Base everything in Prayer: 

• Start everything you do individually or together in 
prayer

• Empower men to SHARE this mission
Connect the dots with our Insurance and the mission of 

Father McGivney. Remind all Knights to:
• Believe that living your faith boldly makes a huge 

difference
• Choose to live differently than what is predominately 

seen in secular society
• Avoid any and all activities that pull you away from 

God
 Know that you do not need to be a theologian but you 

need to share the vision:
We are men of prayer
We are men of action
Every ounce of energy need to be put into spreading this 

vision and inspiring men to adopt it.

 

Growing Our Order
By DD Ed Sleyzak
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

“Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like 
servants who await their master’s return from a wedding, 
ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks. 
Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant 
on his arrival.” (Gospel for Aug. 11, Lk 12:35-37)

Semper Paratus — Latin for “always ready” — is 
the motto of the U.S. Coast Guard, but it also could 
serve as a motto for you and me in the Christian life. 
In this Gospel passage, Jesus calls us to constant 

vigilance. My brothers, whether it’s day or night, we 
cannot allow our perimeter to be breached by any of the 
powerful temptations to anger, possessions, lust or other 
sins. 

Tomorrow is not guaranteed to any of us. You and I can 
recall someone whose sudden death reminds us that we 
do not know when we will be called to account. May our 
master find us vigilant on his arrival!

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William 
E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to exercise daily vigilance 
through the time-tested practice of a simple examination 
of conscience at the end of each day before going to bed. 
I also challenge you to watch with vigilance with your 
council through the Faith in Action Holy Hour program, 
or by spending some time in eucharistic adoration on your 
own.

Questions for Reflection:    

Is looking at your phone the first and the last thing you do 
each day? In this age of distraction, are there ways you can 
sharpen your vigilance and focus to better pay attention to 
what is truly important? Did examining your conscience 
daily help increase your vigilance in your life?

The Fourth Degree
By Faithful Navigator Ed Sleyzak

My Brother Knights, I want to thank you 
for the opportunity to serve you as your 
Faithful Navigator of the Monsignor John 
F. Scully Assembly 3418 for the upcoming 

year. There are challenges ahead of us but I am positive 
that we as Knights will overcome them as we always have.

If you are a 3rd degree member in good standing in your 
Council and ever wanted to know what the 4th Degree is 
about ask a member of the Assembly. 

The 4th Degree was started in 1900 to and its main 
Principle is Patriotism. To the three original principles 
of the Order: charity, unity and fraternity, the ritual 
added patriotism.  The focus of the Fourth Degree is on 
this principle - an abiding love for and devotion to one’s 
country.  The primary purpose of the Fourth Degree is to 
foster the spirit of patriotism by promoting responsible 
citizenship and a love of and loyalty to the Knights’ 
respective countries through active membership in local 
Fourth Degree groups called assemblies.

A lot of members feel that in order to join the 4th Degree 
you need to get the new uniform. That is false, there are 

many Sir Knights that are members that are not members 
of the Color Corps. We want you to join to help us promote 
patriotism and responsible citizenship and the love and 
loyalty to our Country. 

Our Assembly is going into our 6th year. The main 
Councils that make our Assembly are 14084 St. Stephen 
and 15675 Resurrection, however, we do have other 
Councils represented. We are approximately 130 strong in 
membership but we are always looking for new members 
and new ideas. So, if you are interested please see SK 
David Farrugia at Resurrection or the family director 
at St. Stephen, and they can help you get the paperwork 
completed. We will be looking at sending new candidates 
to the Patriotic exemplification in Orlando in November. 

Again, please feel free to reach out to me or any member 
of the 4th Degree with questions, and we will be glad to 
answer them.

 Vivat Jesus,
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This is our Council’s ‘OFFICIAL’ Commitment 
Roster for our 2019-2020 Fraternal Year’s 
Raymond James Stadium Fundraising Season. 
What you will see listed are the Events we 

have committed to, by contract, with the new Concessions 
Manager at RJS, Legends, whose Management Brother 
Nick Turco and I have been coordinating with now since 
late February, in order to both retain and also improve 
our well earned position as a highly reliable Non-Profit 
Organization (NPO) volunteer concessionaire at the 
Stadium.   

To that end, we’ve been able to consolidate our efforts at 
one location (which I consider prime real-estate)  providing 
us with improved potential for even greater returns for our 
time investment, over that of previous years.  Our new 
‘consolidated’ stand is at the top of the escalator (corner 
stand) which is being moved forward and expanded to 8 
Registers (which is the same total we had between two 
stands in past years) giving us the ability to better organize 
ourselves to be more efficient and effective so, that we can 
work ‘smarter’ and not ‘harder.’ I know it will be much 
more fun and probably a little less physically demanding - 
for one, we’re out of the sun and rain.   

BOTTOM LINE: This Fundraising effort is our 
Council’s PRIMARY source of income, which funds the 
Programs and Charitable Contributions that support our 
Council, Families, Parish and Community at large.  So, 
to be effective and efficient, WE NEED YOUR HELP; 
therefore, as in past years, all we ask is that every able-
bodied Brother Knight make a commitment to donate 
their time and talent to AT LEAST ONE OF THE 
FUNDRAISING EVENTS AT RJS.  

We anticipate at least 9 NFL games between August 
and the end of the year. By the way, all NFL events are 

weekend games this year, with the possibly of up to 3 
post-NFL Season events (Outback Bowl, Monster Jams 
I and II), and maybe (not yet advertised) a concert or 
two. Therefore,  WE NEED YOU TO PLEASE PLAN 
AHEAD AND JOIN YOUR BROTHERS AND FAMILY 
MEMBERS, BY SIGNING UP FOR ONE OR MORE OF 
THE SCHEDULED EVENTS THIS SEASON.  

Please don’t delay. Our goal is to fill our whole season 
roster through the end of the year; however, in the near 
term, we must get our Rosters 100% filled for the 2 pre-
season games (16 & 28 August) by next weekend, with 
the 4 games scheduled through November, by the end of 
August.  We’ve done it in the past, and I know we can do it 
again.   So please don’t put this aside; think about it, pray 
about it, and then SAY YES to working side-by-side with 
your Brothers to be a part of ‘Making a Difference!’   

TO VOLUNTEER:  Please reply to Julio Alvarez at:  
rjs@kofc14084.org and provide the following Information:

• Full Name
• Email Address
• Mobile Phone Number  
• Date Competed Legends Orientation Training (or 

date scheduled / or denote ‘required and waiting for 
available date’)

• Date Completed TEAM Alcohol Compliance 
Certification (or date scheduled / or denote ‘required 
and waiting for available date’)

• Event Number(s) for which you are Volunteering

RJS 2019 Schedule
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We just installed our new council officers, 
completed our planning agenda, approved 
the budget plan and submitted all required 
reports to Supreme. Our major fundraising 

at Raymond James Stadium is off to a good start, web site 
updated and the July meeting was a success. 

All is well and we are ready to get things underway for 
another successful year. We are a strong council with over 
300 proud members and are involved at our parish in just 
about every ministry. However, we must not forget that we 
are a small part of a much bigger organization!

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson presented a report on our 
past year accomplishments and announced new initiatives 
for the Knights of Columbus at the 137th Convention. I 
had the opportunity to view his presentation “Knights of 
Unity” and was moved by his remarks. I just didn’t realize 
how we, yes WE, impact the world around us, not just here 
in our local area.

Some major items of interest:
• Kendrick Castillo Posthumously Declared a Knight
• Honoring Native American and First Nation 

Communities
• Border Refugee Support
• Culture of Life

• Disaster Relief
• Religious Liberty and support for persecuted 

Christians in the Middle East
• Our International Reach - Canada, Mexico, South 

Korea, Philippines, Ukraine, and France.
• A New Video to Help Families Protect Children – a 

brother Knight’s true story!
 Take the time and read our Supreme Knight’s report 

at www.kofc.org. Take a moment to reflect on who we 
are and what we accomplish, not just at our local parish/
district, but across the North American continent and in 
other parts of the world.

Recruit, Retain and Recommit! Do you have someone 
in mind whom you would consider a candidate for 
membership? Are they at least18 years old and a practical 
Catholic in the eyes of the church? If so, have them sign 
up at: www.KofC.org/joinus and select St Stephen Council 
14084, Riverview, FL.

Remember, recruitment is everyone’s job. As your 
Membership Director, I am available to assist you at any 
time. Please do not hesitate to contact me for assistance 
at Membership@kofc14084.org or 813-970-6074. Vivat 
Jesus!!

Not Just Another Fraternal Year
By Gerald Coffey, Membership Director

RJS Appreciation - Council members and their spouses gather for the annual RJS Appreciation Dinner to celebrate an 
amazing year. The RJS effort remains a substantial income generator for our Council. All brothers are encouraged to 
participate at least one game each season. To join in on the fun, contact Julio Alvarez today!
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Once we hit 
Independence Day, 
summer was in full 
swing. The “June 

gloom” has dispersed, thank God. 
Shorts, T-shirts and flip-flops are 
standard attire, although Seal Beach 
doesn’t ever have a season when 
anyone really dresses up. Some, 
having applied their sunscreen, go 
to the beach, especially if the waves 
are big enough for body surfing.

Since there is so much sunlight, 
hiking is popular during the 
summer. In southern California, you don’t have to go far to 
find a place to walk, either along the beaches or up into the 
hills. I recall a particular hike when I was serving in Yorba 
Linda. The trail I followed started off easy enough but soon 
became steeper and steeper. I was so pleased when I finally 
got to the top and took in the view. What

I hadn’t realized was that the trip down would be even 
more difficult as the steep decline was harder to navigate 
without sliding. These days people go away on vacations or 
just sit out lounging in their backyards, telling stories and 
grilling hot dogs on the barbeque as the sun very slowly 
sets.

Summer is supposed to be the time to get a few things 
done around the house: you know, clean out the garage, 
paint the trim on the house, organize and rearrange the 
items in the pantry. But often enough these items do not 
get checked off the list because summer is long, we tell 
ourselves; we’ll get to them next week.

We’d prefer to try something new. When I was a 
seminarian, I used to spend my summers working in a 
parish; it gave me a feel of what the day-to-day life of a 
priest might be like. I remember offering a class entitled, 
“Spirituality for Those Who Don’t Feel Very Spiritual.” 

I got a lot of people who came just to discover what 
unspiritual spirituality was like. I was amazed that I could 
talk for forty minutes each week and still have something 
to say the next week.

I also spent a few summers working on a vast estate of 

a rich woman who liked vegetables 
and flowers and she had four of us 
gardeners to make sure she was well 
supplied. There were wide lawns 
like fairways to mow and, since I 
was the youngest, it became my 
duty to use the manual lawnmower 
to trim the grass on the sides of 
steep inclines while the older men 
rode around the level areas sitting 
on power mowers.

Beware of how you spend your 
summer. As a young man, the Greek 
writer, Nikos Kazantzakis, spent a 

summer in a monastery during which he had a series of 
conversations with an old monk.

One day he asked the old monk: “Father, do you still 
battle with the devil?” The old monk replied: “No, I used 
to, when I was younger, but now I have grown old and tired 
and the devil has grown old and tired with me. I leave him 
alone and he leaves me alone.”

“So, your life is easy then?” asked Kazantzakis. “Oh no,” 
replied the monk, “it’s much worse, now I wrestle with 
God!”

Msgr. Mike

SUMMER
Msgr. Mike Heher, Pastor of St. Anne’s in Seal Beach CA, give us a southern California perspective of summer in this 

article.   Are you old enough to wrestle with God?   GK
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Worthy Grand Knight; Brothers All, it 
occurred to me while driving to our 
meeting that I will present this evening 
what may well be the shortest lecture in 

the history of our order…but perhaps appropriately so.
Many of you are undoubtedly aware that the month of 

August is a special time for our order.  Our own Father 
McGivney was born on 12 August 1852.   During a mere 
38 years of life, he established the Knights of Columbus; 
the largest Catholic fraternal organization and made a 
positive difference in thousands of lives.  

Born to Irish immigrant parents, he was the eldest of 13.  
He entered the seminary at the age of 16 in Quebec, Canada, 
and was ordained in 1877 in Baltimore.  Recognizing 
the effects of the loss of a father and major wage earner, 
he founded our order as a mutual aid society to provide 
financial assistance, while serving as an assistant pastor at 
St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, Connecticut.  

He would die of pneumonia at the age of 38 on 14 
August, 1890.  In 2008, Pope Benedict XVI declared 
him “venerable”, thus recognizing his heroic virtue.  A 
miracle attributed to Father McGivney has been under 
investigation at the Vatican since August, 2013.

The touch tones of our order are, Charity, Unity, 
Fraternity, and Patriotism; Charity speaks to the essence of 
who we are, for Charity is the basis of chivalry, the essence 
of Knighthood.  Perhaps then, this is as good a time as any 

to look deeper into who we are as individuals, and within 
our church, our order, and our community; and dedicate 
ourselves to a greater life of service in keeping with our 
chivalric code.  

It is perhaps, the best way to honor the memory of our 
founder Father Michael J. McGivney on the observance of 
his 167th birthday.  God Bless!

Spending Quality Time 
With Phil Primacio

By SK Ed Sleyzak

My family and I traveled to visit my daughter 
and fiancé in San Antonio, Texas where he is 
stationed at Randolph Air Force base. I had 

heard just before we left that our brother Phil Primacio 
lived in the area. After several attempts to meet we ended 
up at the San Antonio Airport prior to our returning. It was 
nice catching up with him. Even with his health issues, 
he still is the Phil that we have all come to love over the 
years. We plan on spending some more time together on 
our next trip to the area.

Honoring Our Founder
By Roland Tiso, Worthy Lecturer
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Monsignor John F. Scully 
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
  TBD 

Faithful Navigator
S/K Ed Sleyzak
Faithful Captain

S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Admiral
S/K Steve Haines

Faithful Pilot
S/K Alex Czopek  
Faithful Comptroller

S/K Nick Turco
Faithful Scribe

S/K John Berrie  
Faithful Purser

 S/K Ron Carlson 

 Trustees
S/K Rick Hughes

S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr. 
S/K Pete Card 

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K William Torres
Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K Dave Furrugia

Color Corps Commander
S/K Rick Gnatowsky

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Jerry Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director
Ed Skrobacz 

program@kofc14084.org 
Faith

Chuck Alaynick 
church@kofc14084.org  

Community
Ed Veronick  

community@kofc14084.org  
Family

OPEN POSITION 
family@kofc14084.org  

Life
Jason O’Neill   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes
degreeteamcaptain@kofc14084.org  

Communications
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2019-2020

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Alex Czopek

Deputy Grand Knight
Ed Skrobacz 

Chancellor
Chris Hobbs

Warden
Matt Preszler

Advocate
Mark Jovejoy

Lecturer
Roland Tiso

Recorder
Peter Depa

Financial Secretary
Nick Turco

Treasurer
Bill Ruppert

Trustees
John Berrie 
Bruce Czaja    

Guillermo Bambach 
District Deputy
Ed Sleyzak
Field Agent 

John Ruckart
Guards

Marc Dunne  Carl Alerta
John Hollingshead

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS - Timothy Donahue, Robert Ward, Anthony Barreto, Richard Collins, Michael Melanson, 
Paul Archer, Richard Armstrong, Brian Le Strange, Ricardo Ponce De Leon, Raymond Van Doorne, Antonio 
Conceicao, Eva Nnamene, Frank Kruk, Michael Barger, Osa Penny, Kurt Badertscher, Mark Vega, Paul Dufraine, 
Jason O’ Neill, Lorenzo Billante, Chad Curchin, Christopher Pasquariello, Robert Milbrandt
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Our principals are Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  Members 
of the Knights of Columbus know that – together – we accomplish far 
more than any of us could individually. You can count on the help and 
encouragement of your brother Knights as we work to support St. 
Stephen Parish and make life better in our community.     
 
Spiritual Programs: 
 Annual “Blue Mass” for first responders and families 
 Annual “Day of Reflection” for Knights 
 Supporting “Right to Life” including prayer vigils 
 Annual Memorial Mass for departed brother Knights 
 Quarterly K of C Corporate Mass 
 Annual Mass for Special Olympics and Disability 
 Annual Renewal of Marriage Vows  
 
Social Events: 
 St. Nicolas Breakfast 
 Clergy Appreciation Dinner 
 “Day at the Rays” and tailgate event 
 “Knight at the Lighting” 
 Bowling League (Fall and Spring) 
 Annual Christmas Party (with Men’s Club) 
 Annual “Ladies Appreciation” event (with Men’s Club) 
 RJS Appreciation Dinner for volunteers 
 Annual installation ceremony/dinner 
 
Community Service Programs: 
 Family of Month for St. Stephen Parish 
 Support for Special Olympics and Incredibull games. 
 Annual “Pro-Life Baby Shower” 
 Soccer Challenge at St. Stephen School 
 Basketball Challenge at St. Stephen School 
 Road Clean-Up 
 Tootsie Roll Drive (supporting designated charities) 
 My Warrior’s Place support 
 Alter Server Appreciation BBQ 
 Student Graduation BBQ 
 Color Corps of the Patriotic Degree 
 Support for St. Stephen Parish including Angels’ Among 

Us, set up of the Crèches, “Trunk or Treat” at St. Stephen 
School, Fish Fry during Lent, Communion and 
Confirmation greeters, parking for Christmas and Easter.  

 

The Knights of Columbus help men put faith into action and 
give back -- in our community and in our parish  

Alex Czopek  GRAND KNIGHT (813) 541-2541 

Ed Skrobacz DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT  (732) 986-4435 

Jerry Coffey MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR  (813) 970-6074 

www.kofc14084.org 
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 Alter Server Appreciation BBQ 
 Student Graduation BBQ 
 Color Corps of the Patriotic Degree 
 Support for St. Stephen Parish including Angels’ Among 

Us, set up of the Crèches, “Trunk or Treat” at St. Stephen 
School, Fish Fry during Lent, Communion and 
Confirmation greeters, parking for Christmas and Easter.  

 

The Knights of Columbus help men put faith into action and 
give back -- in our community and in our parish  

Alex Czopek GRAND KNIGHT (813) 541-2541 

Ed Skrobacz DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT  (732) 986-4435 

Jerry Coffey MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR  (813) 970-6074 

www.kofc14084.org 

As you know, Brothers we have embraced My 
Warrior’s Place as one of primary causes that 
we support. You have heard myself and others 
speak at length about My Warrior’s Place at 

previous meetings. 
My Warriors Place is making excellent progress in 

building a three bedroom housing unit on their property in 
Ruskin. Many of you were involved in this project. They 
are now in the process of furnishing the property. 

After a long process with WalMart, S/K Ed Veronick 
and Mark Lovejoy were able to get WalMart to to donate 
(3) chest of drawers and (3) night stands at a total cost 
around of $875.00.  On June 4th S/Ks Ed Veronick, Mark 
Lovejoy and George Badanich assembled the (6) pieces 
of furniture. On June 5th the furniture was delivered to 
My Warriors Place. 

We will have more opportunities to be of service to 
My Warriors Place this fraternal year. Please contact S/K 
Mark Lovejoy at Lovejoy6951@gmail.com or George 
Badanich at george.dbadanich@gmail.com, if you are 
interested in helping our Veterans. 

Also, if you would like to learn more about this 
remarkable support facility for our Veteran’s please check 
them out at www.mywarriorsplace.org

Knights Support 
My Warrior’s Place

By SK Mark Lovejoy
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Blue Mass 2019

Saint Stephen Catholic Church and the Knights of 
Columbus Council 14084 would like to extend a 
heartfelt gratitude by hosting a “Blue Mass” to all 
Law Enforcement, Fire, and Rescue personnel at 

the local, county, state, and federal levels.  Saint Stephen’s 
9th annual celebration of Emergency Personnel will take 
place Tuesday, September 10th, 2019 at 6:30pm and will 
be the third “Blue Mass” in our new church at: 10118 Saint 
Stephen Circle, Riverview, FL 33569.

This “Blue Mass” is offered in thanksgiving for 
Emergency Personnel, all of whom provide protection and 
safety for our community.  Those agencies include Fire 
& Rescue, Police Officers, Sheriff’s Department, State 
Troopers, and Federal Law Enforcement.  This mass will  
celebrate their service to request God’s blessing on each of 
these dedicated officers sworn to protect and serve as well 
as their families who so unselfishly love and support those 
faithful men and women. 

All Emergency Personnel, their families, and friends as 
well as our community are cordially invited to take part 
in this celebration.  If you are a uniformed police officer, 
firefighter, paramedic, or other Emergency Personnel 
please honor this celebration in Class “A” uniform, if 
able.  If you are not currently on duty in a uniform position 
please display your agency’s identification.

In union with the commemoration of our new church, 
our celebrating priest will bless Patron Saint medals/
necklaces at the end of the mass.  Knights of Columbus 
Council 14084 will provide Saint Michael and Saint 
Florian medals for those who desire.

Please take a moment in time to join others in service 
and reflection on this joyous occasion.  There will be a 
reception with light refreshments immediately following 
mass in our new Family Life Center.

The Blue Mass dates back to 1934 in Washington, 
DC. While the Blue Mass is a common tradition in the 
Northeast United States, it has most recently been extended 
throughout the U.S. particularly in the wake of September 
11, 2001.  The Blue Mass is a way to honor and recognize 
the sacrifice of the Police and First Responders as well as 
blessing those who proudly serve our community in this 
capacity. 

A “ Blue Mass” is celebrated for the spiritual intentions 
of Police, Firefighters, EMS, State Troopers, and all other 
First Responders.

Save the date so we can show our first responders our 
undivided support: September 9, 2019 at the 6:30 pm 
Mass.
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KNIGHTLY NEWS
This newsletter is a publication of St. Stephen Catholic Church Knights of Columbus 

Council 14084. To make a contribution, submit an article or pictures, please send content 
to: communications@kofc14084.org For more information on our Knights of Columbus 
Council, visit our website at: www.KofC14084.org

August 12 Fr. McGivney’s Birthday
August 17 Second Degree FLC 9:00 AM
 Assembly Meeting 
August 18 Day at the Rays
September  2 Soccer Challenge 10 AM - 2 PM St. Stephen School
September 10 Blue Mass
September  17 Admissions and Business Meeting - NEW DATE FOR THIS MONTH
September 21 2nd Degree FLC
 Ministry Fair
September 22 Ministry Fair
September 25 40 Days For Life
October 5 Roadside Cleanup
October 12 Day of Reflection
November 16 Foundations for Life Gala, Higgins Hall

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the life, works 

and spirituality of Father McGivney. 
The Guild distributes informational 

materials about him, receives reports of 
favors granted through his intercession 
and oversees the distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father 
McGivney’s cause for canonization and 
are invited to participate in promoting 

devotion to this Servant of God. 
Members of the Knights of Columbus 
are not automatically Guild members 
and must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published bimonthly 
except July- August, and is sent free to 
Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/

Are You A Member?

http://www.KofC14084.org
http://www.kofc14084.org/

